


 

Report of the Education Subcommittee 
The Honorable Mamie E. Locke, Chair 

February 22, 2026 

 

Madam Chair and Members of the Committee, 

 The Education Subcommittee has reviewed the Governor’s introduced 
budget. As we developed our recommendations, we focused on strategies for 
continued investments in our students, teachers and faculty, and schools. 

 Our public education proposal provides an additional $627.0 million 
from the general fund over the biennium. When combined with the introduced 
budget, including rebenchmarking, new general fund investments total over 
$1.3 billion.  

 The Subcommittee proposes an additional $118.7 million to increase the 
At-Risk Add-On for our highest need students and an additional $60.0 million 
to increase the Infrastructure and Operations Per Pupil amount to enhance 
investment in all of our students. We propose $12.8 million each year to 
increase the special education add-on. We remain dedicated to affordability – 
which is why we are proposing an additional $17.6 million over the biennium 
for school breakfast programs, providing school divisions with additional state 
funding to reduce costs for families and improve nutrition services. 

 We continue to recognize the dedication of our teachers – and those 
who aspire to be teachers – in our Commonwealth. To that end, we propose 
$193.3 million from the general fund to increase teacher salaries by an 
additional one percent each year, bringing the total salary increase to three 
percent each year when combined with the funding provided in the Governor’s 
introduced budget. We also recommend increasing funding for teaching 
scholarship loans and teacher residency programs to support the teacher 
recruitment pipeline. 
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 Additionally, in response to the ongoing need to renovate our schools, 
we expand to all localities the authorization to impose a local sales tax of up 
to one percent to support school renovation and construction once the locality 
receives approval by a local referendum. This has been a request from 
localities that we hope to deliver on this year. 

 We recognize that additional K-12 investments are needed, including 
changes to our funding formula. To that end, we propose an investment of 
$1.3 million from the general fund to support the Joint Subcommittee on 
Elementary and Secondary Education Funding’s work to review JLARC 
recommendations and bring forward workable solutions, including a contract 
to facilitate the development of a new formula. 

 In the area of early childhood, we include $50.0 million across the 
biennium for a pilot program to partner with the business community and 
address demand for early childhood care and education, in line with legislation 
that the Senate passed this Session. 

In the area of higher education, we are recommending $159.4 million in 
additional funding. When combined with the amounts in the introduced 
budget, this provides $285.6 million in focused investments in our students, 
institutions, and our communities. 

To support our students and to keep college affordable, we provide a 
total of $65.0 million for need-based financial aid, an additional $17.3 million 
for the tuition assistance grant (TAG) program to meet expected demand, and 
$32.5 million for the workforce credential grant program that provides 
noncredit, industry-based training.  

For our institutions, we provide $100.0 million in operational support to 
help keep college affordable by mitigating the rising costs to get a degree and 
we recommend additional investments in programs with identified workforce 
shortages, such as nursing and healthcare. 
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I would like to thank the members of the Subcommittee for their hard 
work and dedication to supporting education in the Commonwealth. 

  I hope it will be the pleasure of the Committee to adopt these 
amendments. This completes the report of the Education Subcommittee. 



Education 

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________________________ 
The Honorable Mamie E. Locke, Chair 

_________________________________________ 
The Honorable L. Louise Lucas 

_________________________________________ 
The Honorable Mark D. Obenshain 

_________________________________________ 
The Honorable Richard H. Stuart 

_________________________________________ 
The Honorable Aaron R. Rouse 
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February 22, 2026, Report of the Education Subcommittee, Senate Bill 30

Item 123 #2s

Education: Elementary and
Secondary

FY26-27 FY27-28

Department of Education, Central
Office Operations

$1,000,000 $250,000    GF

Language:

Page 137, line 41, strike "$31,040,859" and insert "$32,040,859".
Page 137, line 41, strike "$30,040,859" and insert "$30,290,859".
Page 139, after line 28, insert:
"N. Out of this appropriation, $1,000,000 the first year and $250,000 the second year
from the general fund is provided to support the Joint Subcommittee on Elementary and
Secondary Education Funding. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall issue a
Request for Proposals (RFP) for a contractor to support the development of a new
funding formula. The RFP shall be subject to the approval of a majority of the House
members and a majority of the Senate members of the Joint Subcommittee on
Elementary and Secondary Education Funding. The Superintendent shall ensure
continued collaboration between the contractor, the Joint Subcommittee, and the
Department of Planning and Budget."

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $1.0 million GF the first year and $250,000 GF the second
year for the Joint Subcommittee on Elementary and Secondary Education Funding's
continued work on JLARC recommendations. Language allows the funding to be used
for a contractor to support the work of the Joint Subcommittee.)

Item 125 #3s

Education: Elementary and
Secondary

FY26-27 FY27-28

Direct Aid to Public Education $12,819,492 $12,760,192    GF

Language:

Page 152, line 33, strike "$11,395,866,095" and insert "$11,408,685,587".
Page 152, line 33, strike "$11,253,671,960" and insert "$11,266,432,152".
Page 166, line 42, strike “4.75” and insert “5.75”.
Page 166, line 42, strike “5.25” and insert “6.25”.

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $12.8 million GF each year to increase the special education
add-on by one percent for each level of services. This brings the total add-on to 5.75
percent for level 1 students and 6.25 percent for level 2 students.)

See LIS State Budget Website for Complete Set of Adopted Amendments When Posted 1



February 22, 2026, Report of the Education Subcommittee, Senate Bill 30

Item 125 #5s

Education: Elementary and Secondary FY26-27 FY27-28

Direct Aid to Public Education $49,384,715
$0

$49,346,731
$20,000,000

   GF
   NGF

Language:

Page 152, line 33, strike "$11,395,866,095" and insert "$11,445,250,810".
Page 152, line 33, strike "$11,253,671,960" and insert "$11,323,018,691".
Page 166, line 45, strike "$785,857,850" and insert "$835,242,565".
Page 166, line 45, strike "$792,497,223" and insert "$841,843,954".
Page 166, line 46, strike "$194,690,377" and insert "$214,690,377".
Page 167, line 3, strike "37.0" and insert "39.9".

Page 167, line 4, after "student" insert " the first year, and a payment equal to a 0.0 to 52.1
percent basic-aid add-on per estimated At-Risk student the second year".

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $49.4 million GF the first year, $49.3 million GF the second year,
and $20.0 million NGF the second year from the Lottery Proceeds Fund to increase the At-Risk
Add-On to a maximum percentage of 39.9 in the first year and 52.1 in the second year. NGF in
the second year reflects revenues from Senate Bill 661, and a companion amendment in Part 3
transfers such funds to the Lottery Proceeds Fund to be distributed for K-12 initiatives.)

Item 125 #6s

Education: Elementary and Secondary FY26-27 FY27-28

Direct Aid to Public Education $0 $60,000,005    NGF

Language:

Page 152, line 33, strike "$11,253,671,960" and insert "$11,313,671,965".
Page 183, line 14, strike "$276,361,277" and insert "$336,361,282".
Page 183, line 16, strike "$422.56" and insert "$514.30".

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $60.0 million NGF the second year from the Lottery Proceeds Fund
to increase the Infrastructure and Operations per pupil amount. Funds reflect revenues from
Senate Bill 661, and a companion amendment in Part 3 transfers such funds into the Lottery
Proceeds Fund to support K-12 initiatives.)

2 See LIS State Budget Website for Complete Set of Adopted Amendments When Posted



February 22, 2026, Report of the Education Subcommittee, Senate Bill 30

Item 219 #1s

Education: Higher Education FY26-27 FY27-28

Virginia Cooperative Extension and
Agricultural Experiment Station

$761,475 $761,475    GF

Language:

Page 266, line 28, strike "$116,561,722" and insert "$117,323,197".
Page 266, line 28, strike "$116,561,722" and insert "$117,323,197".

Explanation:

(This amendment provides $761,475 GF each year to support the establishment of an
agricultural business innovation cohort including Area Specialized Agents and a state specialist
in Agricultural Business Innovation. The team will have expertise in economics and business
with backgrounds in precision agriculture, automation and connectivity, data analytics,
workforce training, or controlled environment agriculture, and it will facilitate innovative
agricultural approaches through the implementation of technologies such as smart sensors,
autonomous systems for crop and animal management, precision farm equipment, and other
analytical tools.)

Item 243 #3s

Education: Higher Education

Maintain Affordable Access Language

Language:

Page 280, strike lines 3 through 12.

Explanation:

(This amendment removes language related to a tuition cap included in the introduced budget.)

See LIS State Budget Website for Complete Set of Adopted Amendments When Posted 3
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